Discussion Paper.

A discussion paper gives you the opportunity to collect evidence from sources other than peer-reviewed literature. You must not just state your own prejudices but develop a logical argument.

Aim. Explain why you decided to explore this topic area, and what you intend to achieve in your paper.

Examples of titles of discussion papers are:

· What are the implications of population coronary heart disease risk screening? A discussion of the National Service Framework for coronary care (Standard 4).

Method. You should describe how you gathered your information and this can be from the media, communicating personally with someone or by email with experts, web-sites, describing what happens in your practice as well as searching the literature. With a discussion paper, you have the opportunity to be creative with your method.

Results/findings. This section should be a logical presentation of your findings. You may wish to attach letters or other ‘grey’ material as appendices.

Discussion.  You need to consider the different viewpoints and arguments you have encountered. Has the question posed in your aim been answered? How could you have obtained more or better information? Your recommendations for change should be made in this section. 

Conclusion. Summarise the main findings and the salient part of your discussion. Could further work be done on this area?

Literature. Peer reviewed literature can be used as well as other sources. When referencing web sites, add a date when last accessed.

